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UUA Presidential Election and Transition 
 
Last week I shared news about the resignation of 
Rev. Peter Morales, President of the Unitarian 
Universalist Association. Since an election had 
already been scheduled to take place this June for 
the next UUA President, the UUA Board has 
appointed interim Co-Presidents, pictured here. 
One is Rev. Bill Sinkford, former UUA President 
and current minister in Portland. Read more here: 
 

http://www.uuworld.org/articles/board-
names-three-copresidents 

 
BUF Stewardship Update 
 
The Stewardship Committee has received a strong affirmative response to the news that we shared two weeks 
ago about our projected $57,000 deficit for next year’s BUF budget. This number has decreased significantly 
and is now at $21,000. We are very grateful for your response, your commitment, and your vision.  
 
A deficit of this magnitude will still be consequential; a letter with more details will be sent out soon. Please 
consider increasing your pledge if you have not done so. Many generous pledges come from non-members as 
well, so if you’ve never made a pledge to BUF, please consider doing so — just send an email with your full 
contact information to admin@buf.org, or stop in the BUF office to fill out a pledge card. 
 
Two budget review sessions are scheduled in the next two weeks: Thursday, April 20, at 7pm, and the following 
Tuesday, April 25, at 7pm. At these sessions we will look at the first draft of next year’s budget and receive 
congregational input about financial priorities and how to reach them. 
 
 
BAKERS WANTED FOR EASTER BREADS - THIS SUNDAY 

The long tradition of having an Easter Breads Spread continues, with Bev Smith at the 
helm, for a special, lavish, coffee hour serving delicious yeast breads, coffee cakes and 
rolls.  Over the years, the baking crew has diminished to three, and Bev would love to 
have a few more bakers join in.  Please give her a call at 384-6981 if you can 
contribute a baked item for coffee hour on Sunday the 16th.  The Hospitality Team 
will make sure there are ample gluten free treats to enjoy.  Many thanks, Judy Kasper 
(656-6748) 

Lost and Found 

Missing: 1 black coat/cape and 1 black scarf with red geometric designs on ends. Last seen: Sunday, April 2 
BUF coatrack.  Will retrieve: Wed. April 12 after choir practice or Sun. April 16 after church.  Thank you for 
returning it to coatrack. ~ Shirley Dunwoody 



 
Interfaith Coalition thanks Bellingham Unitarian 
Fellowship for your generosity to our 2017 Hope Auction. 
In addition to what those of you in attendance contributed 
through ticket or auction item purchase, your faithful response 
through your congregation gifts of artwork and garden basket 
helped to raise a record total auction amount of over 
$193,000!  Know that every day families and individuals in 
Whatcom County are lifted up and experience hope because of you. 

Coming Age Spring Bake and Plant Sale  

Sunday, 4/23 11:30am-1pm during Coffee Hour in the Social Hall, the 6-8th graders participating in Coming of 
Age invite you to support or sponsor our COA retreat at Tree Frog Night Inn in May.  

Here's how you can help:  

1. Donate plants - contact Eric Henry atebhenry@outlook.com or AnnMarie Jordan 
atamjordan36@netscape.net  

2. Donate baked treats - contact Crystal Neva atuuneva@gmail.com  
3. Buy treats and plants at the Bake / Plant Sale  
4. Make a donation to the COA retreat - contact Jennifer Smith at jennifer@buf.org  
 
 

BUF’s May Faire Gala and Auction 

Saturday, June 3 rd 

Clarification: The date for this event has been changed from May 13 to June 3 
 

Let’s raise $15,000 for BUF and enjoy spending time with each other while 
discovering the amazing talents within this community. You can participate in the 
auction (both as donors and bidders) even if you are not able to attend the Gala. 
Please think about contributing to the auction in addition to bidding on the items 
and events. Want some ideas? Read on!  

EVENTS & SERVICES  

Able to give a tour of Bellingham historical sites for 10 people? Eager to teach 
biscuit making to six in your home? Longing to loan out your vacation cabin for a 
weekend in October? Willing to pot some extra Shasta daisies from your garden? 
Jonesing to make a sit-down dinner for four at your condo? Give a group or private 
uke lesson? Offering a lift to the airport? Stage a singing circle? This is your 
chance.  

ITEMS  

Painting to pottery to photography, your new or handcrafted creation is welcome. Smaller, good quality items 
will be happily included in the auction fun, but they may be bundled together to get more “bang for the budget.”  

Continued... 



Get the idea? Everyone has something to offer. Note: It’s important to have bidding opportunities at all price 
points so that everyone can also participate. This is yet another opportunity to create connections and build 
community within BUF.  

To donate online, or to see a list of Ideas for Events and Services to Donate to the auction, go to our homepage: 
www.buf.org. Or pick up a paper copy from the table in the social hall on Sundays.  

The auction catalog will be online in May.  

 

Humanitas - Helping People In a Pinch 

After being severely injured in an accident several months ago, Lawrence is, 
happily, almost recovered  and ready to go back to work as a carpenter.  He had 
sold most of his tools to make ends meet while he was unable to work,  but now 
he has a job offer—and he needs some tools again.  He did his “homework” and 
found some in a pawn shop for $100.  St. Paul’s Alms pledged $45, we pledged 
$45 and Lawrence came up with the remaining $10.  We wish him well. 

~ The Humanitas Team    . 
 
 

Events and Activities 
 
April 12 

Community Night Dinner (6:00 PM) 

·  Taco Bar with fixings,  
·  Protein veg and non veg Rice and Beans  
·  Green Salad 
·  Dessert Tres Leches Cake (Traditional and GF & Dairy-

free, though both versions contain eggs)  
·  Sliced fruit 

 
We welcome any sign-ups for our set-up and clean-up teams. 
Please go to SIGN UP GENIUS to be part of the team.  We’re looking forward to seeing everyone at next 
week’s dinner! 
 
 
April 13 

A Miracle of Mindfulness 

Following the tradition of Thich Nhat Hanh, the Flowering Cherry Sangha Mindfulness Meditation Group takes 
part in meditation, study, discussion, and chanting. Join us at 2:00 pm on April 13th in the Meditation Room 
downstairs.  Chairs are provided; bring a cushion if you wish. For more information contact David Gillespie at 
davidgillespie72@gmail.com or Lynn Barton at contactingbarton@gmail.com. 
 
  



An Evening with Carmenza Tez Juagibioy 

Mining, oil extraction, pollution, fumigation of crops in the name of the 
war on drugs, and armed violence, are part of their lives, but the 

construction of the San Francisco-Mocoa highway  
through their sacred land in the Andes,  

connecting the economy of Brazil to a Pacific port,  
is at the center of their struggle.   

 
Carmenza Tez Juagibioy was born in the Ancestral Territory Carlos 
Tamoabioy which belongs to the indigenous nations Kamentsa and Inga.  A 
former nun, Carmenza has spent many years working with  the indigenous 
and peasant communities in the rural areas.  In 2010 she became concerned 
about the aggression and violation of the fundamental rights of the 
indigenous Kamentsa and Inga indigenous populations due to the 
construction of the San Francisco - Mocoa road. 
 
Carmenza has dedicated her energy to direct actions focused on the defense of 
their Territorial Collective Rights for these Indigenous populations, thinking about the consequences and effects 
on other indigenous and campesino populations in Putumayo and the whole Amazon region. 
 

In 2011 she was elected by democratic vote of the Kamentsa as a member of the governmental body of this 
population as Alguacil ii. She assumed this challenging position with courage demanding respect for the ancestral 
presence of indigenous people in the Territory and defending human and collective of the Kamentsa and Inga 
indigenous people.  

April 15 

10 am: Dungeons and Dragons 

Gypsy Jazz Concert Series:  Ranger and the “Re-Arrangers” 

Seattle Gypsy jazz band Ranger and the “Re-Arrangers” will evoke the spirit of 
a Paris cafe and the raucous energy of a Gypsy campsite with their version of 
Gypsy jazz.  At the heart of their sound is Ranger Sciacca's sweet violin playing 
. . . his sense of melody and daring improvisations (World Rhythm).  The 
band’s repertoire includes swing standards, traditional Gypsy melodies, the 
music of Django Reinhardt, and Ranger's unique originals. 

April 16 

10:30 AM Worship  
11:30 AM Coffee Hour 
11:45 AM Kids' Choir 
4:00 PM Coming of Age 
4:30 PM YRUU (High School Youth) 
 
April 17 
 
4:30 pm Life Exercise 
 



April 18 

Noon - Lunch with Paul 

April 19 

10:00 AM Humanitas 
 
COMMUNITY NIGHT DINNER (6:00 pm) 
 
6:00 PM Finance Committee 
 
April 20 

A Miracle of Mindfulness 

Following the tradition of Thich Nhat Hanh, the Flowering Cherry Sangha Mindfulness Meditation Group takes 
part in meditation, study, discussion, and chanting. Join us at 2:00 pm on April 20th in the Meditation Room 
downstairs.  Chairs are provided; bring a cushion if you wish. For more information contact David Gillespie at 
davidgillespie72@gmail.com or Lynn Barton at contactingbarton@gmail.com. 

 

Warmth, Compassion, Geniality = Hospitality 

BUF’s Hospitality team members serve the congregation in 
many roles.  From ushers, to bakers, to greeters and welcoming 
new friends and members, adding a special touch to the 
character of BUF.  At 2:00 pm on April 20th, the Hospitality 
team will meet and if you are interested in sharing your warmth, 
compassion and geniality, please join us!   
 

BUF Book Club:  The Orphan Train 

On Thursday, April 20 , we will delve into the intertwined stories of Vivian, an 
elderly widow, and a foster teen, Molly, who is performing community service 
working for Vivian. As they go through Vivian’s cluttered attic, they discover that 
their lives have much in common. We learn about the orphan trains which, when 
Vivian was a girl, carried children to adoptive families, from the mid-nineteenth 
century to the start of the Great Depression.  
Molly’s present-day story in Maine seems to pale in comparison, but as the two 
characters talk, we find grace and power in both of these seemingly disparate lives. 
 
 
7:00 PM Congregational Budget Input Meeting 
 
  



April 21 

 
 

 
April 22 

10 am: Dungeons and Dragons 

April 23 
 
BUF Sunday Forum:  “Draining the Swamp” and other 
Critical Pro-Democracy Reforms 
Join fellow BUFster and avid Democracy activist Wendy 
Czopp in examining the problem we have in this country with 
politicians working for private interests, instead of the public 
interest. The problem was big before our new president and his 
administration, but it has now become massive. And the 
consequences of our systemic political corruption may be 
devastating, especially for the most vulnerable people and for 
our planet. Come learn what groups are organizing and what 
strategies they propose to wrestle back a government for (all) 
the people. 
 
10:30 AM Worship 
11:30 AM Coffee Hour 
11:45 AM Kids' Choir 
12:00 PM Brunch @ Hearthfire 
12:15 PM Men’s Group 
12:15 PM Leadership Council Mtg 
1:30 PM Community to Community Family Event 
4:00 PM Climate Justice Youth Panel 
4:30 PM YRUU (High School Youth) 
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April 24 
 
The Natural Balance in All Things . . . 
Join us at 4:30 pm on April 24th for Life Exercise, a program of gentle movement drawn from Chinese Tai Chi 
and Japanese health exercises. All levels of fitness are welcome. For more information, contact Lee Seaman, 
(360) 676-8543, lseaman@seamanmedical.com. 

HARNESSING THE POWER OF LOVE TO CREATE CHANGE 

Hello All, Black Lives Matter Ministry Team meeting will be held on April 24 th at 
6:00 PM.  We are currently discussing the following: '28 Racist Attitudes' derived 
from Cultural Bridges to Justice and more.  Feel free to visit the link for more 
information:  http://www.culturalbridgestojustice.org/resources/written/detour.  You 
are welcomed. Dialogue, build community, get some support and break down your 
biases.  The BUF Black Lives Matter Ministry Action Team seeks to nurture the 
social, spiritual and personal development of congregation members in the 
exploration of how racism and privilege impact our congregation, our community, 
and our nation.  In particular, we acknowledge the targeted violence which impacts black people 
disproportionately.  We are committed to harnessing the power of love to dismantle racism and white 
supremacy across our communities and to creating spaces inclusive of people of all races, ethnicities, and 
cultural backgrounds.  We meet consistently, every second and fourth Monday of the month at 6pm in the 
Conference Room. The next meeting will be Monday, April 10th at 6:00 pm. 
 



April 25  

Noon: Lunch with Paul 

7:00 PM Congregational Budget Input Meeting 
 
April 30 

BUF Sunday Forum:  Stewardship of the Nooksack River 
Watershed with Bert Webber 

Join us as Bert Webber discusses the office, duties, and 
obligations of a steward - the careful and responsible 
management of something entrusted to one's care, especially the 
stewardship of our natural resources.  When we examine all the 
players in the use of the Nooksack River Watershed like Lummi 
Nation and Nooksack Tribe, Whatcom farmers, Whatcom 
residents, commercial and sports fishing industries, it’s not 
difficult to see how the State Dept. of Ecology has determined 
that the flow of water in the Nooksack River and its tributaries is 
below the amounts necessary for natural functions of the riparian areas to be sustained.  So the questions we need 
to ask include what is our responsibility as Stewards of the land and water resources in Whatcom County?  Do 
we accept what has happened or do we support changes that are fair to all? How can that be done?  Bert Webber 
is a professor emeritus of Huxley College WWU (also helping founded Huxley College) whose specialty is in 
marine ecology. 


